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second Soviet Missile Mishap
Is Reported by U.S. Officials

By MICHAEL R. GORDON .
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17— A new
Inng-range Soviet missile exploded
("iring a test flight last month, Reagan
Administration experts said today.

They said they believed the failure
was a setback for the Soviet missile
program.

The explosion, they said, occurred
during the second test flight of the mis-
sile. The first flight, in April, also ended
in failure when the missile exploded
soon after leaving a silo, according to
intelligence reports.

The missile is a new version of the
heavy SS-18. The present model is
deemed to be the most accurate in the
Soviet arsenal and able to carry- a
greater payload than other Soviet mis-
siles.

Unrelated to Other Accident

The SS-18 failure preceded the mis-
firing this month of a SS-N-8 subma-
rine-launched missile that is believed
to have landed in Manchuria,

Stephen M. Meyer, an expert of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
said:

“The SS-18 is probably the most
capable strategic weapon in the Soviet
inventory in terms of its ability to de-
3t.oy hardened targets in the United
Stutes, such as missile silos and com-
mand and control facilities,

"‘Developing a follow-on to the SS§-18 ¢
is a central part of their strategic plan-
ning for tr.e 1990’s,”

Another expert, who asked not to be
identified, said the existing and new
versions of the $S-18 can carry a large |
number of warheads that could be used
o try to overwhelm defenses. The
present version is believed by most ex-
perts to be capable of ‘carrying 10 war-
heads.

Experts familiar with “intelligence
reports said that the new version ex-
ploded in midflight, perhaps as the first
stage finished firing or when the sec.
ond stage ignited.

The general view is that the setback
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will delay the program, but that the
Soviet Union will eventually overcome
the problems.

Experts said that the Soviet Union
could drop its plans to improve some
features of the SS-18 and revert to the
original design.

Nonetheless, the disclosure about the
test failure comes in the aftermath of
other reports about setbacks in the
Soviet missile test program.

The Soviet Union has also experi-
enced problems in its effort to develop
the 10-warhead $S-24. This missile is
still under development and is to be de-
ployed later this year, according to the
Pentagon. The Pentagon says that the

Continued on Page Al8, Column 1
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Soviet Acknowledges
Explosion of a Missile

Special to The New York Times

MOSCOW, Sept. 18 — A Soviet For-
eign Ministry spokesman acknowl-
edged today that a missile exploded
- during a test flight last month, but he
gave no details other than that it ‘“did
inot clear the Soviet border.”

Answering questions at a news brief-
ing, the spokesman, Boris D. Pyady-
shev, said, ““I can only say such a fact
indeed took place.” He said the missile
had been launched in a “regular exer-}
cise.” : : )

It is unusual for the Soviet Union to
confirm military mishaps of this kind,
-and the statement on the missile may
reflect Mikhail S. Gorbachev’s more
.open information policy.

According to a report from Washing-
ton, Government officials said that a
new version of the heavy SS-18 long-
‘range missile exploded in mjdflight
during a test last month. A first test
flight, in April, reportedly also ended in
failure when the missile exploded soon
after leaving its silo.
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